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Executive Director’s Report 
By Mary Simon 

An Elephant in the Living Room. . .  There is a video that is 
widely known in the field of chemical dependency by this ti-
tle.  It is a parable dramatizing the denial and secrecy asso-
ciated with the behaviors of an alcoholic or drug addict.  
The elephant is often seen and heard by outsiders but the 
families, with whom it lives, choose to ignore it or incorpo-
rates it into their daily lives.  Every day the staff and volun-
teers of the Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse see 
these elephants.  Sometimes they are in the homes of our 
clients, sometimes we see them walking down the hallways 
of a school or a workplace or even walking the main street 
of a community in Washington County.  When we ask peo-
ple if they see the elephant-they often say “There are no 
elephants in my home, my work, my child’s school, my com-
munity.”  National statistics indicate that approximately 10% 
of our population actually suffers from addiction and for 
every one person with an addiction, a minimum of 4 other 
people are affected. This means that 46,900 people in 
Washington County are affected by addiction-either in their 
own home or someone else’s.  Imagine if we all woke up 
one day and saw 46,800 elephants wandering Washington 
County. 
 
The Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse’s goal is to 
have as many people see these elephants and become 
concerned enough that they are willing to do whatever it 
takes to eliminate them from our community.  We have a 
long way to go but we are up for the challenge.  We hope 
you will join us. 
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Look Here Comes the Elephant. . . 

There are approximately 6,143 children under the age of 18 in 
Washington County living with a mom and/or dad that are alcohol 
or drug dependent.  1,246 of these children are under the age of 
5.  At some point in their lives, every one of these children think 
that they caused the problems-”If I was just a better kid, my mom 
or dad wouldn’t do these things”. 
 
In Washington County in 2001 and 2002, nearly $2 million was 
spent on 397 individual hospitalizations for alcohol related ill-
nesses or detoxification services.  50% of that was covered by pri-
vate insurance.  In contrast, in 2002 $500,000 was spent trying to 
help 31,330 children ages 0-17 build drug free lives. 
 
Only 37% of our 9th and 11th grade students in Washington 
County believe that it is important not to be sexually active or to 
use alcohol or other drugs. 
 
Nearly 40 out of every 100 restaurants in Washington County sold 
alcohol to a minor in 2004. 
 
One out of every four 9th and 11th grade students in Washington 
County got drunk once or more in the last 2 weeks. 
 
Between 1998 and 2002 Washington County saw a 29% (292 vs. 
401) increase in arrests of youth under the age of 18 for liquor law 
violations. 
 
Convictions of Operating While Intoxi-
cated drivers under the age 
of 21 increased 40% 
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HAVE YOU SEEN THE ELEPHANTS YET? 

In 2002, Washington County had 665 residents per liquor li-
cense. 

 
Drug-related hospitalizations increased by nearly 45% be-
tween 1998 and 2002 (52 vs. 75). 

 
Alcohol and drug abuse as underlying or contributing causes 
of death increased by nearly 44% (16 in 1998 vs. 232 in 
2002). 

 
Washington County saw a 35% increase in the number of 
persons injured or killed in alcohol related crashes between 
1998 (N=105) and 2003 (N=136). 

 
Children in Washington County are smoking marijuana WITH 
their parents at an increasing rate. 

 
Six eighth-grade Washington County students were accused 
of distributing and/or possessing the prescription drug Oxy-
contin, a dangerous, highly addictive painkiller in October 
2004. 

 
Two Richfield area men allegedly committed approximately 
30 home burglaries in Washington, Ozaukee and Waukesha 
counties to feed their Oxycontin habit. 

 
According to federally funded research, today’s cannabis is 
five times as strong as it was in the 1970’s. 
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SOME OF THE THINGS WE DID IN 2004  
         TO GET RID OF THESE ELEPHANTS. . . 

In 2004, Kewaskum School District approved the use of a research 
based prevention program for all 415 students in 6th , 7th and 8th 
grades.  They are the only school district in Washington County to 
adopt  one program to be used with the entire middle school 

 
5 out of the 7 law enforcement agencies in Washington County 
(Germantown, Hartford, Jackson, West Bend Police and the Wash-
ington County Sheriffs Department) have made a commitment to 
continue to perform alcohol compliance checks.  These checks 
monitor the sales  of alcohol at least once to a youth under the age 
of 21. 

 
As of April 1, 2004, 90% of the 248 individuals  the Council on 
AODA referred to treatment in 2004, due to an operating while in-
toxicated conviction, satisfactorily completed their treatment pro-
gram. 

 
The Prevention Network of Washington County sponsored a bill-
board on Highway 45 for 4 months in 2004, reminding parents that 
the easiest place for kids to get alcohol is in their refrigerator at 
home. 

 
In 2004, the Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse used or 
supported the use of 6 national research-based prevention pro-
grams proven to reduce youth substance abuse and 1 research-
based intervention program.  In 2001, the Council was using just 1 

Page 5 



Page 6 

The Council has professional counselors available to assist individuals and families suffering 
from the negative consequences of alcohol or other drug abuse.  These counselors work with Em-
ployers, Courts, Law Enforcement, Department of Transportation, Schools, Department of Social 
Services and family members to accurately assess the individuals’ use of alcohol or other drugs 

**The Northern Region of Washington County includes the Zip Codes of West Bend, Kewaskum, Jackson, 
Cedarburg and Newburg.  The Western Region includes the Zip Codes of Allenton, Hartford, Slinger, Hu-
bertus and Richfield.  The Southern Region includes the Zip Codes of Germantown and Colgate. 

Operating While Intoxicated Clients

56%31%

13%

Northern Western Southern

Adolescent Clients

51%

39%

10%

Northern Western Southern

Age of OWI Clients

41%

25%

2%
8%

24% 16-20
21-30
31-40
41-60
61 and over

Age of Adolescent Clients
7%

58%

35%

Under 14
15 to 17
18 to 20

Gender of OWI Clients

81%

19%

Male
Female

Gender of Adolescent Clients

65%

35%

Male
Female
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Assets For Youth 
Big Brothers & Big Sisters 

Boys & Girls Club 
CESA #6 

Germantown Kids Klub 
Germantown Youth Futures 
Germantown High School 

Germantown Police Department 
Guiding Good Choices 

(Germantown, Hartford, Kewaskum and West Bend) 
Hartford Community Enrichment Center 

Hartford Police Department 
Hartford Project Care Coalition 

Hartford Parks and Recreation Department 
Hartford Union High School 
Hartford JT#1 School District 

Hartford Central Middle School  
Teen Action Group (TAG) 

Jackson Park and Recreation Department 
Jackson Police Department 

Kewaskum Cares About Kids 
Kewaskum School District 

Healthy Washington County 
Tobacco Free Coalition 

Milestone 
Slinger Park and Recreation Department 

STAND  
( Students Taking Action Not Drugs) 

Victim Impact Panel 
Slinger High School 
Prevention Network 

Washington County Sheriff’s Department 
West Bend Police Department 

West Bend School District 



Joe Mantoan, R.T. Rolfs Foundation, Milwaukee Brewers United 
Way Hometown Team Award, West Bend Mutual Insurance 

Company, American Legion, Roger & Denise Kist,  Alvis & 
Louise Tillou,  Jan Livingston, Suder-Pick Foundation, Milkus & 

Lofy CPA, Affiliated Clinical Services, Kewaskum Booster Club, 

Pick ‘n Save, Sam’s Club,  Sysco Foods, Badger Packaging,  
Jansen Family Park, Glacier Hills Credit Union, Serigraph, Gei-

del’s Piggly Wiggly, TM Solutions, West Bend Sunrise Rotary, 

Hartford Parks and Recreation Department,  Hartford Rentals,  
The Camera Case,  Hartford  McDonald’s, Hartford Culver’s,  Al-

lison Sentry, County Market, Aurora Medical Center-Hartford, 

Hobby Depot, The Mineshaft, Kmart, Washington County Golf 

Course, Comedy Sportz,  Milwaukee Brewers,  Milwaukee 
Bucks, Radio Shack, Jazzercise,  Sunburst, Hartford Movie 
Theater,  Wittenberger Bus, Discovery World,  West Bend Sav-

ings, Pioneer Bowl, Uptown Motor Cars, St. Francis Bank, Para-

dise Restaurant, Hartford Country Club,  Pizza Hut, Perc Place, 
Hair Formations, Grand Dad’s Bakery, China Garden, Lincoln 
Tropics, Hilldale Liquor, Subway, Sully’s Pizza, Total Appear-
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Julie Allen, Amber Ball, Autumn Ball, 
Stephen Ball, Stephanie Bane, Eric Bast, 
Sue Bast, Ben Becker, Jill Becker, Lindsey 
Becker, Kristi Behnke, Andy Belfield, Brett 
Bemann, Mark Bensen, Colleen Bergen, 
Karen Bialia, Jessica Borns, Katie Breitlaw, 
Doreen Buntrock, Linda Buntrock, Paul Cap-
poferri, Erica Christie, Melissa Cook, Tiana 
Cortez, Erica Dalziel, Lisa Dandy, Laura 
David, Mark David, Andy Delain,  Dan 
Dobner, Maureen Donahue, Megan Doran, 
Shannon Doran, Leigh Downing, Sara 
Dreyer, Bill Driscoll, Brandon Dymond,  Dan 
Dymond, Megan Emmer, Kristin Erdmann, 
Amanda Felhofer, Elizabeth Fellenz, Matt 
Felten,  
Katie Filmer, Sara Framnes, David Froem-
ming, Stacy Gagnon, Johnnie Garcie, 
Megan Giersch, Beth Gorman, Nicole Gor-
ske, Guy Graff, Tigran Griegoryer, Valerie 
Grimes, Debbie Guerndt, Ryan Hale, 
Dionne Hall, Sean Hampe, Savannah Han-
son, Sophia Hanson, Austin Hedgecorth, 
Ethan Hedgecorth, Sami Hedlund, 
Nannette Hegerty, Scott Henke, Agnela 
Heriges, Mike Herman, Nate Hilleman, 
Sean Hilleman, Melissa Hogan, Tom Holt,  
Steve Hoogester, Ashley Horning, Kelly 
Hribar, Reeta Huber, Karen Hughes, Mark 
Jelacic, Jessica Jilling, Abby Johnson, An-
drew Johnson, Evan Johnson, Pat Johnson, 
Jenny Justad, Timothy Kenney, Nan 
Weymier-Killeen, Brittany Kimmitt, Allen 
King, Ray Kling Jr, Kevin Kluck, Laurie 
Klumb, Matt Koch, Sarah Konop, Becky 

Kranz, Daryl Kranz, Kay Kressin, Paige 
Krier,  Luke Laverty, Mark Laverty, Cathy 
Leedy, Jan Livingston, Kim Lopas, Carmen 
Martin, Peter Matsen, Melanie Meidl, Brian 
Miller, Josh Miller, Pam Monroe, Luly 
Moore,  Mary Beth Moran, Kim Multerer, 
Cindy Musbach, Kevin Nakielski, Mitchell 
Naleid, Trevor Naleid, Lisa Niekirk, Chris-
topher Nigbor, Deb Noenning, Kelly North, 
Lauren North, Teresa North, Jenny 
Novotny, Rachel Obiden, Reba Pfannerstill, 
Ed Posnanski, Magdalia Proft, Ryan 
Pruess, Brian Rahn, Ellen Rauch, Eric 
Rausch, Melissa Reichert, Rachel Reinders, 
John Reis, Shirley Reis, Laurie Retzloff, 
Kathy Rios,  
Stephanie Roethle,  Sara Rosbeck, Melissa 
Roseleip, Kurt Roskopf, Barbara Sauer, 
Jake Schafer, Maggie Schickert, Don 
Schireve,  Dale Schmidt, Jenny Schneider, 
June Schroeder,  
Suzanne Schuetz, Jason Seiser, Ryan Sel-
litro, Grace Shea, Ronnie Shurpit, Mike 
Siebert, Nick Smallwood, Jeff Smith, 
Monica Smith, Mark Smits, Keri Soehrmann, 
Danielee Sohrweide, Thomas D. Spencer, 
Renee Solveson, Kate Sonier, John Sonn, 
Dan Stege, Fr. Mike Tess, Angie Thorn-
burg, Harold Thornburg, Linda Vanden-
Huevel, Shawna Verges, Cassandra Voelzke, 
Matthew Vogt, Elise Volkmann, Holly Wag-
ner, Nate Wait, Linda Wilke, Scott Wilke, 
Kim Williams, Lisa Winnie, Randy Wojta-
siak, Alex Wolf, Christopher Wolf, Jona-
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CURRENT ASSETS 2004 2003 

Cash 4,327 2,187 

Investment 131,563 147,597 

Accounts Receivable 12,593 12,058 

Prepaid Expenses 5,615 6,040 

Prepaid Rent 2,000 2,000 

TOTALS 156,098 169,882 

Fixed Assets 1,075 1,075 

Less Accumulated Depreciation <1,075> <1,075> 

 -0- -0- 

TOTAL ASSETS 156,098 169,882 

   

CURRENT LIABILITIES   

Accounts  Payable 2,540 8,731 

Deferred Revenues 97,208 90,150 

Payroll Taxes 4,850 4,325 

Accrued Retirement & Dental -0- -0- 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 104,598 103,206 

   

NET ASSETS   

Unrestricted 24,592 24,592 

Temporarily Restricted 26,908 42,084 

TOTAL FUND BALANCE 51,500 66,676 

   

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE 159,098 169,882 
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